
Walworth Primary School 
“Supporting everyone’s emotional wellbeing and mental health, so 
that they can be listened to, are happy together and ready to learn.” 
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Introduction  

Walworth Primary School recognises that the education we provide during normal school hours is 

at no charge to pupils. We do not charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National 

Curriculum, with the exception of some individual or small-group music tuition. From time to time, 

activities such as educational visits, visitors and clubs take place which incur charges. Wherever 

possible, school will try to subsidise the cost of these activities to reduce prices. Under the 1988 

Education Reform Act schools are prohibited from charging for activities during school hours 

which are an essential part of the curriculum. However, we may ask for voluntary contributions to 

help with the cost of certain activities e.g. educational visits during school hours. Parents may be 

charged for events their children take part in outside the school day e.g. disco, weekend 

residential visits.  

Aims 

Our school aims to:  

• Have robust, clear processes in place for charging and remissions  

• Clearly set out the types of activity that can be charged for and when charges will and will 

not be made. 

•  Offer a range of activities and visits whilst minimising the financial barriers that may 

prevent some pupils from taking full advantage of these opportunities 

 

Legislation and guidance 

This policy is based on advice from the Department for Education (DfE) on charging for school 

activities and the Education Act 1996, sections 449 to 462 of which set out the law on charging for 

school activities in England. It’s also based on guidance from the DfE on statutory policies for 

schools and academy trusts. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/VI/chapter/III
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-policies-for-schools-and-academy-trusts/statutory-policies-for-schools-and-academy-trusts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-policies-for-schools-and-academy-trusts/statutory-policies-for-schools-and-academy-trusts


Voluntary contributions  

At Walworth Primary School we organise school trips, visitors or visits throughout the school year, 

to enrich the curriculum we offer and to enhance the educational experience of our learners. The 

school invites parents to contribute towards the cost of some of these events. All contributions are 

voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, however, we may need to cancel 

trips, visitors or visits. Where a trip goes ahead or visitors to the school deliver activities to 

enhance our curriculum, learners whose parents have not paid any contribution will share in the 

experience. We do not treat these learners differently from any others.  

The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the school, which may require voluntary 

contributions from parents. This list is not exhaustive:  educational visits – transport and entrance 

costs may be incurred 

•  sporting activities offered by coaches, e.g. Multi-skills 

•  outdoor adventure activities; 

•  visits to or by a theatre company; 

•  after-school activities offered by external providers 

•  residential trips in UK or abroad 

•  visitors delivering workshops to the pupils 

We have a range of activities that are offered free of charge and most other activities are 

subsidised by the school. Some clubs run in school may incur costs for consumables and/or 

refreshments. 

 

Residential visits  

If the school organises a residential visit in school time or weekends, we suggest a subsidised 

charge to cover the costs of board and lodging and travel. If we cannot raise sufficient funding 

through voluntary contributions, the visit may have to be cancelled. We try hard to raise funds to 



subsidise the costs of these visits, and where we are successful in fundraising, savings will be 

passed on to parents/carers.  

 

Music tuition  

All learners study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. There 

is a charge for individual or small-group music tuition, since this is an additional curriculum activity, 

and not part of the National Curriculum. These individual or small-group lessons are taught by LA 

peripatetic music teachers. A contract between the county music service and parents is then 

issued. There is a cost for such tuition which is charged directly to parents from the county 

peripatetic music service. School does not enter into this contract other than to give parents 

information about additional music tuition at the start of each academic year. Children who are 

entitled to free school meals do not pay for this service. 

 

Swimming  

The school organises swimming lessons for pupils in Key Stage 1 and 2. These take place in 

school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We 

inform parents when these lessons are to take place.  

 

Transport  

For many activities transport is required. At Walworth we do not charge for transport costs using 

the schools mini buses.  At times their may be a need to hire a coach to accommodate for larger 

group activities and a voluntary contribution towards the cost of this may be asked.  

 

 

 



Damage/Loss to Property   

A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of school property (including 

premises, furniture, equipment, books or materials), the charge will be the cost of replacement or 

repair, or a lower cost may be set at the discretion of the Head Teacher.  A charge will be levied in 

respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of property (including premises, furniture, equipment, 

books or materials) belonging to a third party, where the cost has been recharged to the school.  

The charge to be the cost of replacement or repair, or a lower cost may be set at the discretion of 

the Head Teacher. 

Remissions 

In some circumstances the school may not charge for items or activities set out in sections 6 and 

8 of this policy. This will be at the discretion of the governing board and will depend on the activity 

in question. 

Remissions for residential visits 

Parents who can prove they are in receipt of any of the following benefits will be exempt from 

paying the cost of board and lodging for residential visits: 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s 
annual gross income does not exceed £16,190) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (this is paid for 4 weeks after an individual stops qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit) 

• Universal Credit (if the application was made on or after 1 April 2018, the family’s income 
must be less than £7,400 per year – after tax and not including any benefits) 

Monitoring  

This policy is monitored by the governing body, and will be reviewed annually. 

Mr Roland Cooke  (Head Teacher) 


	Remissions

