
 

    WALWORTH SCHOOL LONG TERM TOPIC PLAN - Curriculum Overview for Class 7 

The children in Key Stage 2 work through cross curricular topic work wherever possible. Year 2019-20 

Foundation subjects are taught through a topic based approach tailored to meet the children’s individual needs. Through this approach we 
provide a creative curriculum which feeds the imagination and helps children achieve the very best they can by placing them a t the centre of 
their own learning journey. Through this enriched curriculum, links between subjects areas are made wherever possible, bringing a cohesive 

approach which is relevant and makes sense to young children. We use a flexible timetable to enable children to become immersed in their 
learning rather than changing between different subjects, whilst still retaining a core emphasis on the key skills of literacy and numeracy. 

We enhance teaching experiences through providing stimulating resources, enrichment activities and supplementing our varied curriculum 
with performing arts and sporting activities. Creativity is at the heart of our curriculum.  Children’s learning is strengthened through practical 
experiences, visits outside of school and within school workshops. 
 

 

 

 



 

Autumn 1 Topic – WW2 

History  Children will learn when and why World War II began and find out about the key individuals and countries involved. In 
addition to this, they will discover all about evacuation; learn what it was like to live with food rationing and explore the 
contribution made by women to the war effort. Furthermore, they will learn important facts about the Holocaust and 
investigate events that were key turning points in the war, such as the Battle of Britain and the German invasion of Russia. 

Geography Exploring Eastern Europe 

The children have the opportunity to explore Eastern Europe. Firstly, they will learn about the countries of Europe. They will 
then look in more detail at some of the contrasting areas of eastern Europe, finding out about the landscape, climate and 
locations in each area.  Children will bring together their learning about one area of eastern Europe and create information 
booklets to share what they have found out. In the final lesson of the unit, children will find out more about Chernobyl and its 
impact on eastern Europe and the rest of the world. 

Science Humans and other animals – circulatory system 

Children will build on their knowledge and understanding of different systems within the body. They will research the parts 
and functions of the circulatory system. They will focus on how nutrients are transported around the human body. Children 
will explore how a healthy lifestyle supports the body to function and how different types of drugs affect the body. 

Electricity 

Children will learn to represent circuits using symbols in a diagram. They will learn about two of the most important scientific 
inventors in the field of electricity – Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla. Children will get the opportunity to develop their 
understanding of what electricity is and how to measure it. As well as conducting their own investigation, they will get the 
opportunity to create their own torch! 

R.E The Christmas Story 

The unit will look at The Christmas Story in depth and encourage children to look for differences and similarities in the two 
accounts within the Bible. The children will investigate traditions associated with celebrating Christmas both here and 
around the world. 

Diwali  

Children will learn about the Hindu festival of light and where the traditions stem from. 

 

Art/D&T Children will have the chance to explore and create propaganda posters, use pencil and sketching skills to draw WW2 



aircrafts, and express their own feelings about the Second World War through a variety of media. They will be challenged to 
cook some rationed recipes from the WW2 period, make a Morse code machine and put together a replica gas mask using 
a variety of materials. 

Battery operated lights 

Children will have opportunities to enhance their knowledge and understanding of electrical systems. In this unit children will 
develop understanding about series and parallel circuits and different types switches. They will then be given the chance to 
apply their knowledge about electric circuits in a purposeful way by designing and making a battery operated light which will 
be controlled by a homemade switch. Children will decide upon the design criteria for the light by considering who will use it, 
where it will be used and what for. Finally, children will complete a detailed evaluation of their final product. 

 

Computing The children will plan and create a multimedia presentation about a particular aspect of the war, while the second lesson 
teaches them what Morse code was, why it was invented and how it helped during WW2. They can then have a go at 
translating some Morse code messages for themselves! 

 

Family 
Groups / 
PSHEC 

Family Group and wellbeing. 

We are committed to developing a strong sense of wellbeing within our pupils. Linked to assemblies and in our family 
groups children will discuss a range of local, national and international themes and will have the opportunity to Connect… 
e.g. build social relationships, spend time with friends and family , Be active… e.g. engage in regular physical activity, Take 
notice… e.g. be mentally “present”, focus on awareness and appreciation, Keep learning… e.g. maintain curiosity about the 
world, try new things and Give… e.g. make a positive contribution to the lives of others 

Physical 
Education 

Swimming:  

Children will:  swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres  use a range of 
strokes effectively [for example, front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke]  perform safe self-rescue in different water-
based situations. 

Music Children will have the opportunity to perform in solo and ensemble contexts during the Christmas performance, using their 
voices with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 

 

 



 

Spring 2 Topic – Our changing world 

History  Benin  

The children will learn about where the ancient Kingdom of Benin was located and how it came to thrive, what the people 
there believed in and how they showed this in their artwork. The unit explores western attitudes towards African civilisations, 
comparing the achievements, oral tales and artefacts of ancient Benin to those in Europe at the same time. The children will 
also learn about the story of Eweka and finally discover how European invaders threatened the civilisation of ancient Benin. 

Geography Our changing world 

Children will discover some of the many ways in which the world around them is changing.  From coastal erosion to political 
changes, there are many factors at work. Children will learn about the structure of the United Kingdom and how its shape 
and geography have changed over thousands of years. Using an online database of photographs, children can explore how 
landscapes change. In the final lesson of this unit, children have the chance to predict the future and look at which might 
change again in their lifetimes. 

 

Science Living things and their habitat 

Children will extend their learning to find out about the standard system of classification first developed by Carl Linnaeus, 
choosing an animal and researching its classification. The children will have the opportunity to design their own ‘curious 
creature’ and classify it based on its characteristics. They will learn about micro-organisms, and conduct an investigation 
into the growth of mould on bread. Furthermore, the children will use play dough to create a new single celled micro-
organism and explain how it is classified and why. Finally, the children will put their learning into practice by creating a field 
guide to the living things in their local area, showing how and why each one is classified. 

R.E Justice and Freedom 

Children will read a range of stories, from different world religions, examining the concepts of justice and freedom. They will 
learn how key figures in history such as Martin Luther King and Aung San Suu Kyi were informed and influenced by their 
own religious beliefs. They will examine the impact of different religious and non-religious ideas about the formation of the 
Non-Violent Protest and Human Rights Movements. They will conclude the unit by consolidating their understanding of 
freedom and justice by examining which, if either, is more important, using their learning in this unit to debate this question. 

 

Art/D&T Wildlife 

The children will learn about how to use pencil, white pencil, print, make clay tiles and model to create quality art work that 
shows progression in skills. The children will have the opportunity to explore the work of the sculptor, Brancusi, and the 
paper designer, Richard Sweeney. The pack contains six lesson plans, with their own lesson presentations, corresponding 



lesson resources, two home learning tasks, challenge cards and a pack of fact cards. 

Programming adventures 

Children will apply their understanding of computing to program a floor robot. They will explore a range of adventure maps 
and use these to create original designs. As a group, they will research how floor robots move along different types of 
materials and use this knowledge to create obstacles squares. Children will use appropriate joining methods to make a 
scale adventure map. They will test and evaluate the effectiveness of another group’s obstacle squares. 

Computing  

Family 
Groups / 
PSHEC 

Family Group and wellbeing. 

We are committed to developing a strong sense of wellbeing within our pupils. Linked to assemblies and in our family 
groups children will discuss a range of local, national and international themes and will have the opportunity to Connect… 
e.g. build social relationships, spend time with friends and family , Be active… e.g. engage in regular physical activity, Take 
notice… e.g. be mentally “present”, focus on awareness and appreciation, Keep learning… e.g. maintain curiosity about the 
world, try new things and Give… e.g. make a positive contribution to the lives of others 

Physical 
Education 

Net and Wall Games: Tennis / Cricket  
Children will learn to play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic principles suitable for attacking 
and defending. As well as use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. 

Music Music from different cultures 

Children will appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions 
and from great composers and musicians. They will also develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summer 3 Topic – Leisure and entertainment over time 

History  This unit will teach your class in depth about the rise in popularity of cinema. They will learn about how and why football 
became the nation's favourite sport, the social and cultural importance of the 'Swinging Sixties', why British holiday camps 
emerged and how television has impacted modern life. Children will also learn about how developments in 20th century 
technology can make life in this century easier. 

Geography What’s it like in Whitby? 

Children will learn about the North Yorkshire seaside town of Whitby. Through this series of six lessons, children will learn 
about the physical geography of Whitby, including its Jurassic cliffs and its proximity to the North Yorkshire Moors. They will 
use maps, atlases and digital maps to explore the town and find out about what the land is used for and what there is to do 
in Whitby.  Throughout the unit, children are encouraged to compare what they have learnt about Whitby with what they 
know about their own local area. The unit culminates an opportunity for children to produce a written report comparing 
Whitby with where they live. 

Science Evolution 
Children will learn about variation and adaptation. They will be able to explore how both Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace 
separately developed their theories of evolution. They will examine the scientific evidence from plants and animals that has 
been gathered to support the theory of evolution. 
 
Light 
In this unit the children will learn about light, how we see, shadows, reflection and refraction. The children will learn how 
light travels and how this enables us to see objects. They will demonstrate their knowledge by making and starring in their 
own television programme. The children will have the opportunity to make a functioning periscope, finding out about mirrors 
and the angles of reflection and incidence. They will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate refraction, carrying 
out some fascinating experiments into the effects of bending light. Furthermore, they will have chance to predict what will 
happen in an exciting investigation into the visible spectrum. They will work in a hands-on way to explore how light creates 
the colours we see, designing coded messages. Finally, they will learn about Isaac Newton and his theory of light and 
colour, performing a shadow puppet play about his discoveries and ideas. 

R.E Commitment  

This unit on commitment discusses the concept of commitment and defines what is meant by it. By giving examples of 
commitments made by famous figures, it encourages children to make their own goals and invites them to review their 
commitment each week through the unit. Children also explore the concept of sacrifice and why sacrifices may be made. 
They will examine and discuss a range of religious and non-religious commitments and sacrifices made by others. They find 
out about non-religious, Jewish and Christian coming-of-age ceremonies, fasting within Islam and marriage within Hinduism. 
Children will then apply their learning by planning their own commitment ceremony and consider the changes they might 
make in their life for the benefit of themselves and others. 

Art/D&T The seaside 

The children how to use pen and colour, how to print, weave and make lanterns to create quality artwork that shows 



progression in skills. The children will also have the opportunity to explore the work of ‘The Seaside’ artists Alfred Wallis  and 
Hokusai. 

Marbulous structures 

This Marbulous Structures unit gives children opportunities to develop their understanding of more complex free standing 
structures and how they can be strengthened and reinforced. Children will gain knowledge and understanding about how to 
join and shape materials. Children will then apply these skills, using an iterative design process, to create their marble runs. 
Finally, children will test and evaluate their marble runs against design criteria. 

Computing Film Making:  

This aim of this unit is to allow children to explore various aspects of film-making. In doing so, they must choose and use 
appropriate software in order to complete tasks such as writing a script, researching information, filming and editing. As well 
as using digital devices for recording (video camera or tablet), children work through pre- and post-production stages, 
planning good-quality interviews for a documentary and completing the process with use of video editing software such as 
Windows Movie Maker. 

Family 
Groups / 
PSHEC 

Family Group and wellbeing. 

We are committed to developing a strong sense of wellbeing within our pupils. Linked to assemblies and in our family 
groups children will discuss a range of local, national and international themes and will have the opportunity to Connect… 
e.g. build social relationships, spend time with friends and family , Be active… e.g. engage in regular physical activity, Take 
notice… e.g. be mentally “present”, focus on awareness and appreciation, Keep learning… e.g. maintain curiosity about the 
world, try new things and Give… e.g. make a positive contribution to the lives of others 

 

Physical 
Education 

Tri Golf / Athletics 
 
Children will play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic principles suitable for attacking and 
defending. They will use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination. Whilst also developing 
flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance. 

Music Musical instruments 

Children will learn to play a musical instrument. They will play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 

 


